
5th & 6th Grade Parent 
Meeting

Tuesday September 2, 2021



5th Grade Team:

Mrs. Belin

Mrs. Benbenek

Mrs. Doldan

Ms. Kenney

Mrs. Marsh

Ms. Varallo

Mrs. Zaffram

Mrs. Zaporowski



6th Grade Team:

Mr. Chiarilli

Mr. Gelsomino

Mrs. Heffron

Mrs. Marsh

Mrs. Minor

Mr. Yun



TRANSPORTATION
• Busing for curb-to-curb students was processed by the Transportation 

Department.
• Letters were sent in the mail.

• Students should arrive to the building at approximately 7:45 a.m.

• Students are required to wear a mask on the bus.

• Changes to transportation take 3 weeks to process. If you need a 
change, please notify the Transportation Department ASAP.



Arrival Procedures:



Arrival Procedures:

• Before arriving:

• Complete your Daily Screener

• Upon arrival or before boarding the 
bus:

• Wear your mask

• At the door:

• Your temperature will be taken

• When you walk in:

• Grab your breakfast

• Drop off your belongings in 
your locker

• Report to homeroom



Arrival Procedures:

• What time do the doors open?
• 7:50 a.m.

• Can I drop off my child earlier?
• Yes! Students in grades 5-8 may be dropped off at 7:30 a.m. They will 

enter through the Hempstead Avenue doors (near Suffolk St.) and 
wait in the Middle School Cafeteria until 7:50 a.m.



Providing a SAFE Environment @ Olmsted #156

To maintain a safe and orderly environment at Olmsted 156:
• All faculty, staff, and students will complete a health screening survey 

prior to entering the building.
• QR Codes will be given to Grade 5 and 6 students.
• QR Codes will be available at each student and staff entrance.
• Parents are asked to help their child complete their survey 

beforehand.
• No visitors will be allowed in the building at this time. We will continue 

with virtual meetings.
• Everyone in the building must wear a mask and observe all social 

distancing protocols.
• Signage is clearly posted throughout the building communicating all 

expectations.





Appropriate Mask-Wearing



Mask-Wearing
MASKS must be worn at all times.

What happens if students don't wear the mask?

Warning

Student continues to violate the mask rule...

1. One-on-one conversation

2. Parent Conference

3. Parent Pick Up (Code of Conduct violation)

Student has a medical?

All medical exemptions are processed through the medical team at 
medicalexemptions@buffaloschools.org

mailto:medicalexemptions@buffaloschools.org


COVID-19 RANDOM TESTING
• All students must have a consent form submitted by PRIOR TO RETURNING TO THE BUILDING:

• An email with the COVID consent form will be sent by Friday 9/3. The letter is posted to the school 
website.

• Principals will randomly choose 30% of the total population that has provided consent and notify staff and 
students 3 days in advance of their test date.

• The Nurse will conduct all tests on-site

• Parents will have the option to test their child off-site. Results must be within 3 days of the scheduled 
date.

• All results must be submitted to the Nurse.

• If a child tests POSITIVE:

• The Principal will notify the parent/guardian for IMMEDIATE pick-up

• The student will wait in the isolation room

• The student will follow directives per the ECDOH

• The Principal will follow directives per the ECDOH

• Once confirmed with the Nurse Practitioner,communication will go out to the school community



Sanitation & Cleaning 

• CLEANING/DISINFECTING PROCEDURES:

• Cleaning and disinfecting will be manually tracked and recorded through daily cleaning logs.

• Arrival of Students -Clean and disinfect areas used by groups before the start of the school day.

• During the School Day - Clean and disinfect high touch areas such as door handles, stair railings, elevator 

buttons, push bars, light switches etc. multiple times every day. All staff will support cleaning efforts.

• Bathrooms will be monitored frequently and cleaned and disinfected frequently during the school day. 

Custodians will wipe down all sink hardware, toilets, door handles and other high touch areas. Restocking 

of soap dispensers and paper products, as necessary. Cleaning logs will be monitored.

• Hospital grade disinfectant wipes will be available for all classrooms, in addition to spray bottle disinfectant 

and paper towels for wiping of desks and other surfaces.



Sanitation & Cleaning 

• AFTERSCHOOL CLEANING/DISINFECTING PROCEDURES:

• Daily procedures for cleaning and disinfecting will be completed in all student and 

staff areas to prepare for the next day. Routine cleaning includes:

• Clean all high touch items:

• light switches, doorknobs, handrails, desktops, counters, handles, faucets, 

etc.

• Dust mop and/or wet mop floors

• Use of electrostatic sprayer



Building Hours:

Entry Time Departure Time

Staff 7:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

Students 7:50 a.m. 2:50 p.m.

High School students participating in sporting events and/or clubs will remain in the building, as 
needed under the direct supervision of their Coach.



Daily 
Routines & 
Procedures: 
Daily 
Screener

All staff and students will be required to 
complete a daily screener prior to 
entering the building.

If you cannot answer "NO" to all 
questions, you may not report to the 
building.

• Students would engage in VIRTUAL instruction 
until they can answer NO to all questions on the 
screener.

• If you are traveling, you will need to follow all 
CDC guidelines prior to reporting to the building

• Please seek the advice of a medical professional if 
you have questions on whether your child should 
be reporting to school.



Daily 
Routines & 
Procedures

• Upon arrival, parent/guardian is to call the office.

• Parent/Guardian is to wait outside of the building 
until Teacher/Aide/Assistant comes to the door.

• Staff member will then take the student to the 
classroom.

Late Arrival:

• Parent/guardian is to notify the Main Office for Early 
Pick-up by note, email, or phone call upon the 
student's arrival to the building.

• When the parent/guardian arrives at school, he or 
she is to call the main office.

• Main Office will contact the classroom and the 
student will be escorted to the Main Entrance. 

• Parent/Guardian will not be permitted to enter 
the building, therefore sign-out will occur at the 
door. 

Early Dismissal:



Daily 
Routines & 
Procedures

LOCKER USAGE

• Students will be allowed to go to their 
lockers only three specified times: 
before first period, lunch, and dismissal

• Students are allowed to use mesh or 
clear bags throughout the day to assist 
with carrying books.

• Staff & Security personnel will be in the 
hallways supervising



BATHROOM 
USE

Supervision:

• Hall duty personnel, from the hallway

Pass System:

• Flexible system.

• Use the 10-minute rule.

• No written passes will be given. Teachers 
will give students verbal permission to exit 
the room. We do not want to carry more 
germs into the classroom.

• Teachers will communicate with hallway staff as 
needed – they are visible

• In case of an emergency, call the office



Daily Routines & Procedures



Serving Meals & Water

BREAKFAST

Student breakfast will be 
served in classrooms during 

HR

LUNCH

Lunches will be served in the 
cafeterias

Social distancing protocols 
will be followed

Spaces will be cleaned after 
students have finished eating

Masks will be required once 
students have finished their meals

WATER

Water fountains will no longer 
be in use.

Students may use water 
bottles.

The water refilling stations will 
be in use. They will 

be sanitized throughout the 
day by maintenance staff.

** When using a classroom for food consumption, a window will remain open for ventilation.
All classroom doors will remain open throughout the day



Daily Routines & Procedures
CAFETERIA USE: LUNCHES
• Cafeteria Capacity: maximum capacity according to the Cannon 

Report.

• Using both cafeterias, the space is divided as follows:
• The middle school cafeteria will serve:

• A Lunch: Grades 5 & 6

• B & C Lunch: Grades 9-10

• The high school cafeteria will serve:
• A Lunch: Grades 7 & 8

• B & C Lunch: Grades 11-12



Stairwells

• Oakmont Stairs (209, 309, 409) 
& Hempstead Stairs (122, 221, 
322, 422) will be used for going 
down

• Auditorium Stairs & Cafeteria 
Stairs will be used for going up

• Middle Stairs will only be used 
by staff 



Hallways

Students will travel throughout 
the building using the hallways 
for 2-way traffic.

All students are to remain on 
the RIGHT SIDE of the hallway.

All hallways are marked with 
traffic signage.



Daily Routines & Procedures



Classroom Set-Up

• Classrooms were set-up per Cannon Design social distancing 

protocols:

• 3 feet of social distancing (student-to-student) & 6 feet of social 

distancing (staff-to-student)

• All areas have been accounted for and have a maximum capacity, which 

will be posted at the door.

• Most classrooms are limited to 30 persons per room

• Students must observe all social distancing protocols

• "Safe spaces" have been identified for emergency situations (lockdown drills)



Class Schedule:

Students will take core classes in 
the morning: ELA, Math, Science

Students will take a combination 
of core and encore classes in the 

afternoon: Social Studies, AIS, 
[Music, Art or World Languages], 

[Physical Education or GT]

WL: Grade 5 – Spanish
Grade 6 – French
Grade 7 – Students choose

Grade 6 Math: There is 1 group of 
Accelerated Math students. 
Enrollment was based on math 
assessements and final averages 
last year.



Curriculum 
Adjustments: 
Physical 
Education

Students are to wear a mask 
at all times

For swim class, students will remove 
masks prior to entering the pool

During light physical activity, 3-feet of distancing is 
required

During vigorous activity, 6-feet of distancing is required

Students may participate in groups while following social 
distancing

Weather-permitting classes will be held outdoors

Students will enter and exit using one-way traffic

Students are encouraged to bring their own water bottles

Locker rooms will be cleaned daily



Curriculum 
Adjustments: 
Music

Students must wear a mask at all times

•The District will provide special masks for students playing wind 
instruments. Those students must be 6-feet apart.

•These masks are only to be used while performing and/or practicing. 
THey are to be removed once finished and replaced with a traditional 
mask.

•Wind instrumentalists will also be provided a bell cover to be used on 
their instrument.

Instruments with mouthpieces are not to be shared!

Percussionists and string musicians will wear a 
traditional face mask and use 3-feet distancing.

Vocalists must wear a mask at all times and remain 6-
feet apart.

Students may share instruments that can be sanitized.



Curriculum Adjustments
• Student Support Services

• Speech, OT and Counseling services will be delivered in-person for students 
that report to the building.

• All social-distancing protocols will be followed.
• Students will report to an alternate setting to receive services.

• Library Use
• Ms. Cowe will be working with classroom teachers to schedule use of the 

Library to support curriculum.
• If students would like to check-out reading materials, they can visit the Library 

page on the school website for more information.

https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/63805


Dismissal Procedures:

• Grades 5-6 students will be escorted based on their specific 
dismissal information, as provided to the District and school:
• Yellow busing students to the bus

• Students on larger buses will be using the Main Entrance doors

• Students on smaller buses will be using the Hempstead doors near Suffolk St.

• Students being picked up to the Middle School Cafeteria
• A parent/guardian is to report to the MS Cafeteria doors to sign out their child 

using a QR code.

• A sign-out book will be available for parents without a cellphone.

• Walkers to the Hempstead Ave. exit doors



Dismissal Procedures:

• What time should I pick up my child?
• At 2:55 p.m. on the Hempstead Avenue doors near Suffolk St.

• What if my child is part of a "carpool"?
• Be sure whoever is in charge of picking up your child is on record in 

Infinite Campus otherwise, your child cannot be dismissed to that 
person. NO EXCEPTIONS!



Social/Emotional Supports

• Week 1: Welcome Back 9/10
• Relationship-Building Activities

• Goal Setting Activities

• Extracurricular & Team Sign-Ups
• Clubs are on pause until further notice for Middle School students.

• SST & Academic Support Opportunities
• Meet the SST Team

• Counselors

• School Psychologist

• Social Worker

• Gateway Longview

• Peer Advocates of WNY

• Peer Tutoring





REMINDERS:
• On Day 1, your child should bring to school:

• COVID-19 Random Testing Consent Form

• Student Information Update Form (if a change is needed)

• Mask with Ziplock bag for storage during mealtime

• Instructional supplies

• If your child takes medication:
• A parent/guardian is to drop it off with a script to the Nurse's office.

• Please call the nurse at 816-4330, to schedule a drop-off time.



Special Thanks!!

• SBMT

• Teachers, Staff, Engineer

• Olmsted Parent Teacher Organization (OPTO)
• olmstedschoolpto@gmail.com

• Olmsted Foundation
• olmstedschoolfoundation@gmail.com

mailto:olmstedschoolpto@gmail.com
mailto:olmstedschoolfoundation@gmail.com


QUESTIONS/CONCERNS



SEE YOU 
SEPTEMBER 

8th!!!


