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     Summer Learning Opportunities

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and Student,

It is required that all Olmsted 5th graders have mastered their times tables upon entry into 5th grade.  This can be done by creating an Xtra Math account by following this link *: https://xtramath.org/#/home/signup.   See next page for details.  
If you do not have internet access, this can be done by making or purchasing multiplication flashcards. 

Students will be required to show mastery of their times tables at the start of the school year.  

In addition, it is required that each student entering fifth grade must read 2 books over the summer.  The books can be chosen from Mayor Byron Brown’s 2023 Kid’s Summer Reading Challenge list which is available on the following website*: https://www.buffalony.gov/formcenter/reading-rules-summary-form-15/2023-summer-reading-summary-online-submi-167
Write a one to two paragraph summary on each book that you have read.   Remember to include your name, the title, and the author on the top of each summary, and to have your parent or guardian sign the bottom. Writing responses must display grade appropriate command of conventions such as correct spelling, grammar usage, punctuation, capitalization, and complete sentences.  Paper and digital submissions are accepted.  More info to follow on digital submissions in September. 
Click link for help with how to write a summary: https://elibrary.voyagersopris.com/apps/stepuptowriting/3-5/001__Tools/002__1.%20Writing%20to%20Improve%20Reading%20Comprehension/004__Summarizing%20Text/E1-25b%20Writing%20Summaries.pdf
Optional: In lieu of writing a summary on one of the two books, students may visit any Buffalo Park, landmark, or significant historical site and complete a detailed summary (approximately one to two paragraphs) that includes information about what they learned, saw, or experienced.  Students may also choose to create a photo collage or slide show to document their experience.  There will be an option to submit this digitally in September.  Paper copies are also acceptable.    
Examples:

Niagara Falls

Frank Lloyd Wright House

Shakespeare in the Park

Fort Niagara

Botanical Gardens

Canalside/Naval Park

Garden Walk

Frederick Law Olmsted Parks

Spirit of Buffalo

City Hall Observation Deck
Colored Musicians’ Club

Theodore Roosevelt Site

Michigan Baptist Church

Forest Lawn

Corning Museum of Glass

War of 1812 Reenactment

These are just a few examples of places to visit. Feel free to be creative and find something that is not listed here.
HAPPY SUMMER LEARNING!!!

*Right click on links and choose “open hyperlink”
How to Sign up your Child for XtraMath.org
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Click SAVE and you are all set! Happy times table practice. 

Ms. Kenney

